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t By Heyv/ood Broun
!¦ Edgar Selwyn has managed to enliven

the generally dull subject of traction bytelling it in terms of .sex in "The
Mirage," which opened the Times Square
Theater last night, It seems that no
b'.j* deal is ever worked out without
drink, dice and daughters of joy. Seven
l&dics of dubious virtue are required in
"The Mirage" to complete the merger of

¦ two trolley lines. 1!' this is the correct
I ratio per mileage, it is difficult to under-' stand how Mr. Selwyn-resisted the stu¬
pendous dramatic possibilities of a playabout the Union Pacific.
Of course, there are so many real

flings in the world that it seems rather
futile business for a dramatist to con¬
cern himself wholly with fictional ones,

. but in a cheap, second-rate soil of wayJi'The Mirage", is not without interest.
Although we can in no way justify our
taste, we rind plays about, gilded vice
and high jinks rather amusing in short
stretches. As long as the ladies of the
merger were clustering about the foot¬
lights throwing dice for huge sta
we had the mild, vicarious thrill of a
reformed garni r. It was only when
Mr. Selwyi ted that he also had
a moral that his play became tedious.
At such times "The Mirage" seemed
nothing ivoro than a poor relation of
"The Easi< ; Wi ..."
To the credit of the dramatist it

must be admitted that he has b< en
strikingly consisten! throughout. In
variably the character? of the plaand say the thinj - > hich no hu I
being could conceivably
same circumstances. To this end
play is based on several convenid
and absurd assumptions. The most in
portant of the?e is that people in largi
titles are bad and people ¡n S
ti wns are good. In Mr. Selwyn's
there seem! to '. n dir.ecl relation uc-
t.'.cen salvation and the census.
The hero of the play cones from

Erie, l'a.. where I he in! itanl
according to the revii d

statistics of 1920. The hero is more
than usually good. Ho is bashful infthe presence of-the opposite sex, seesI dark spots before his eyes when in
yited to drink, and lias dull pains
trie base of tl ,\ hi n dice bto roll. In fact, when he j oung mulearns that the big financier who w
to buy his trolley line is in the hahof entertaining rowdy pi rsons at hrhome he refti to ffomplete the diPersona!:;.-, we had scan! sympathywith t he young man. ht
seemed to us that mor
r.ot extend past the ticket chopper.Transit ough to be prom icuiÜnforti nately, one of
the rowdy pai \ was the girl lu od a .¦heart of the pure young troll
Only that afternoon he had asked h
to marry him, but when he was obligito inquire, "What docs thi

| to you ?" he c
, L

j he c hii¦/ tro!', v ma liked the e out
» rnjarria gc that
f who had ever lunched at the Ritz ci

not possibly b< I npj ; m L'rie. Ai
to save the gi rl sacri
ficed her ou leptecihör deed calmly. {Throughout the
he was

body ted out, prigs is
1 i- ay bi in ferrod that no very

high degree of acl n» is required in
the play ai d none is tendí red.
encc Reed has some effective moments,but often she is much too highfalutin
even for a play which has mar]
tendencies in that direction. Male«!:::
William, i old tl
tion magnate, and there is an exci
lont bit by George Le Soir. This Is
perhaps be best pi formanc
play. Alan Dinehart was not abli
do much with a | h wa
tended to be sympathetic. Probi
the author fumbled, but we n
think that i n a: ist must also
charged to : he plaj ". There is
a more than usually conventional
sweet, old mother who meets everycrisis of ¦¦ play, by exclaiming thai
of'course she doesn't know what it's

i~^.\i'~.
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ail about, Reginald Mason is exceed-
ly |llcasout m a colorless part und

ce Mash docs well enough with
.1 rôle which she could play with both

tied behind her back.
Iwvn's traction play is a short

haul, but a moderately merry one.
The now theater is attractive.

The Slage Door
David Warfield will appear this sea-

son in a revival of "The Return of
Peter Grimm," the spiritualistic play
by David Belasco, in which the actor
originally appeared at t "no Belasco
Theater on October 1", 1911. for a sea¬
son's run. A distinguished company
will support him. Mr. Warfield will
begin his season next Monday night in
Ni wark, :ind after a week's engagementthere will begin a tour of the principaloil ics of the. count ry.

"The Meanest Man in the World,"
announced for presentation by GeorgeM< Cohan on Monday evening, October
1 !, at the Hudson Theater, will open on
Tuesday evening instead.

As a result of the success of "The
Kreutzer Sonata." at the Jewish Art
Theater, featuring Rudolph Schildkraut
and Mme. Anastasia Orthevskayn, the
Tolstoy play will be repeated to-night,
to-morrow night and Sunday.

"Kissing Time," announced for open¬ing nt the Lyric The. ter next Mondaynight, will open later in the week.

Robert Warwick, the screen star, is
to be starred by the Shube.rts in a new
comedy, entitled "Tho Dauntless
Three," by Walt ¡r Hackett and Horace
Annesley Vachell. Estelle Winwood
will play opposite him

The "George M. Cohan Revue," now
being organized, has added to its cast
Bes fe McCoy, widow of Richard Hard¬
ing Davis. The revue will bo placed in
rehearsal within a few weeks.

Lulu McConnell in "Poor Little Ritr.
Girl" will be starred in a new musical
play being written by Herbert Fields,
son of Lew Fields, who produced the
play in which she is now appearing.

William Hodge wrote "The Guest of
Honor" from a romance in real life.
He wrote it three years ago after a
friend had related the story of .lohn
Weatherbee, the character Hodge in-
irprets. Incidentally. -lehn Weather-
bee lived only two blocks from th

Rrondhurst Theater, where the. produc¬
tion is now being gi\ en.

Alvs Dclysia, the l''ronch artiste, who
has opt opearlng as the star in the
Lond «auction of "Afgar," sailed
.\ests -(..;. for America. She is to star
In the Broadway production of this
work. Accompanying her is Lupino
Lane, English comedian, and A. L. Raw-
lins, character actor, both of whom will
appear in support of her.

In response to suggestions from
Wagenhais tí Kemper, educational
authorities in local schools and col¬
leges are sending numerous requests
for reservations at "Spanish Love" at
Maxine Elliott's Theater. The Avery
IIopwood-M.uy Roberts Rir.chart play
is an authentic reproduction of life
and customs in Murcia, a district in
Spain, and instructors are planning to
use the production in conjunction with
textbooks for instruction in the Span¬
ish language and customs.

Ballrster Voice Bright
Spot in Italian Opera

Verdi's "La Forza del Destino"
Given at the Manhattan by

San Carlo Company
MANHATTAN OPERA HOUSE San 1 irlo
Opera Company, In Verdi's "La Forza
del Destino."

Il Márchese d¡ Calatrava ...Natals Cervl
Donna Leonora. .Bettina Freeman
!>.>n CarlOH .11 Vargas. . .Vincente ßalloster
Dun Alvn.ro.Lîiuaeppo Agosllni
Prezlosillu.Stella lemetto
I'.; ': o Qu irdiano .Piel ro de Biasl
Fia Molltono.Natnlu ( i.-rvl
The San Carlo Company returned to

Italian opera and their safest medium
last evening. The performance was
not without its bright spots. Miss
Freeman has the voice and experience,
lor Leonora. From his well filled op¬
eratic portrait gallery of heavy fathers,
wronged husbands, comic monks, eccen¬
tric elderly gentlemen, Mr. Cervi
brought out. two contrasted imper¬
sonations that worthily attested his
versatility in cluiracteriation. Mr. de
Biasi was pontifical in voice and baar-
ing.

But brighter than the rest shone
Mr. Ballester's Don Carlo:;. Seldom
has su fine a thing come out of the
motion picture:. For this young man
¦¦"'-iit more than a year i:i the musical
obscurity of a Broadway picture house,
astonishing the multitudes with the
beauty of his voice and leaving his
audiences torn between fear and hope
that one day ho would be discovered.
It- is a pleasure to see him irmkingth most of his present opportunity.

A. Ç. Bedford Sails
To Attend World
Commerce Session

First Meeting of Internation¬
al Chamber To Be Heidi
in Paris; Many Merchants
Passengers on Manretania

The Cunnrd liner Manretania sailed
yesterday for Cherbourg and Southamp¬
ton with a fairly large cabin passenger
complement for this season. The ma¬

jority of the travelers were Amanean
business men.
Prominent among them was A. C.

Bedford, chairman of the board of
directors of the Standard Oil Company
Of New Jersey, who has been elected
vice-chairman of the newly organized
International Chamber of Commerce,
which is to hold its first meeting in
Paris on October 11. Tho sessions will
lie attended by representatives from
Franco. Belgium, England, Italy and
the United States.
"The International Chamber of Com¬

merce," said Mr. Bedford, "is the prac¬
tical expression of the conviction of
business men of the five key countries,
who were allies during the war, that
some central international commercial
body is necessary to facilitate the com¬
merce upon which the destinies of the
world n '. to promote better commer¬
cial relations and help to remove many
o!' the causes of friction which con¬
stantly arise because of misunderstand¬
ings and lack of cooperation.
"The International Chamber of Com-

merco hag immenso possibilities for
usefulness in tho accomplishment of
this end, but its purposes enn be effec¬
tively realized only to tho extent that
in its initial steps tho organization
receives the attention and cooperation
of leading business men both here, and
abroad."

Jesse Isidor Straus, of R. II. Macy
& Co.. went abroad on a business trip
of two months.
"The downward trend of prices," he

said "hufi actually begun and let us

hope that the liquidation will be gen¬
erally distributed. Those who hold
flocks must accept, the situation and
not seek to oppose it, for it is only
fair that the consumer receive all pos¬
sible benefit on the downgrade, for
lie paid all the advances on the up-j
grade." >

Richard Ordynski, a former condue-
tor of the Metropolitan Opera Com-
pany, who came here several weeks ago
on business for the government of
Poland, returned on his way to War-
saw. He expressed great hopes for
the permanent success of Polish arms

against the Russian Reds, asserting.
that Poland would force the Rolshe-
vists to quit.
Among others on the Mauretania

were Frederic Jessup Stimson, Ameri¬
can Ambassador to Argentina; Dr.
Haven Emerson, Sir Charles Hope, John,|
L Berwind and Mrs. Gurnee Munn.

-»__..-

Dubois Succeeds Annette
PARIS, Sept. .30. Cardinal Dubois!

has been appointed Archbishop of
Paris. He succeeds the late Cardinal
Amette.

Cardinal Luis Ernest Dubois was
born in St. Calais, Diocese of Le Mans,
in 1856. He was created and proclaimed
December 4, 1917. He is Archbishop,
of Rouen.

Mass Meeting on a Permanent Housing Program
Auspices of

Community Councils of the City of New York
CARNEGIE HALL, S P. M., October 2, 1920.

SPEAKERS _

HON. WILLIAM M. CALDER United States Senator
The National Aspect of the Housing Question

HON. ALFRED E. SMITH - Governor of New York State
The Housing Situation and the Community Welfare
of the Citizens in the State of New York

TICKETS.COMMUNITY COUNCILS.R. 2240, Municipal Bldg.
Genera! Admission to vacant seals at 8:00 P. M. Worth 8315.

There is something for you among these new October offerings.
There is always new entertainment whether the desire may be for the
great music by the greatest artists, the latest popular songs of the day,
or new and lively dance tunes. Any Victor dealer will welcome the
opportunity to play any music you would like to hear.

Number Size Price
Alfred Cortoi 74636 12 $1.75

Emilio De Gogorza 64393 10

Giuseppe De Luco. 74633 12
Geraldine Farrar 87313 10

Flonziîey Quarlet 71634 12
Mabel Garrison 64890 10
Jascha Heifetz 74635 12

1 Before Thee?)

Rigoletto.Paraphrase ¿c Concert Tiano
En Calesa (TheCarriaee is Waitinc. My Dainty Marqui3t)
Faust.Dio posaente (Eren the Brarest Heart)
Au Printemps (To Sprinc)
Allegro Moderato a la Polka (From Quart"! inE Minor)
When Ycu're Away (From "'The Only Girl")
Valse (From Serenade for Strinc Orchestra) Violin
Stabat Mater.Qui* est Homo (Who Shall Blameless Stan

Mme. Homer and Miss Louise Homer 89158
Honour and LoTe (From "Monsieur Beaucaire") John McCormack 6Í901
Largo from "New World" Symphony Philadelphia Orchestra 74631
Africana.Adainactor, re dell' onde profonde

(Adamastor, Ruler oí Ocean)
Gypey Love Song
Virginian Judge.First Session (Part l)
Virginian Judgo.First Session (Part 2)
The Throe Little Pigs Recitation
TheDuel Recitation
f'm in Heaven When I'm in My Mother's Arme
Down the Trail to Home, Sweet Home
Tell Me, Little Gypsy
The Girls of My Dream»
Dardanella Blues

Titta Ruffo 8S622
Reinald Werrenrath 64S97

Walter C.Kelly|
Walter C.Kelly,145180

Sally Hamlin ^Saliy.Hamlinj18685
William Robyn )
William Robynf18686

John Stsel}
John Steel/18687

Billy Murray-Ed Smalle}
Swanee
Beautiful Hawaii.Walts
Hawaiian Twilight.Fox Trot
Ziegfeld Follies of 1920.Medley Fox Trot
Cuban Moon.Fox Trot

Peerîeïs Quartet]
Frank Ferera-Anthony Franchini [

Hawaiian Trio |

1S688

1S6S9

12
10
12

12
10

10

10

10

10

10

10

1.25
1 75
1.25
1.75
1.25
1.75

Joseph C. Smith's Orchestra)
Joseph C. Smith's Orchestra J 3S698

2.00
1.25
1.75

1.75
1.25

1.00

.85

.85

.85

.85

.85

1.35

Hear these new Victor Records today at any Victor dealer's.
He will gladly give you an illustrated booklet describing them.New Victor Records «n sale at all dealers on the 1st of each month.Victrolas in great variety from $25 to $1500.

fiCQ. U.A. PAT. OFT

"HIS'MASTERS VOICE"
REO. US.RÄT.OFF

Tíiiá trademark and the trademarked word
"Victrola" identify all our products. Look
under the lid! Look on the label 1
VICTOR TALKING MACHINE CO.

Camden, N. J.

Camden, New Jersey
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